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SDecification 

TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

virtual cosh limited money card for purchasings to be used 
mostly throi^;h the internet and communication $y$teni$« 

ABSTEIACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Tt is a virtual money card with a unique identifier, wiiich will be used by 
consumers for purchasing through a computer network like the interact, 
the telephone, or even at the buying place itself (like in stores). The card 
is being provided by an issuing company at the request of a person or a 
conc^any. The card does notliave to exist physicaUy, and is limited to an 
amount of money like a money bill. For example a card of 100 dollars or 
lOCK) dollars may be issued. The card is identified by a card number and 
includes also an tdetmfying code. The identitying code number can be 
constant during the card's existence or changing for each purchase made 
with die card. The card can also be coti^rtsed of some more details like 
the card holder's name and id number. A card holder may use diis card for 
purchasing until die money in the card is fmisbed, afterwards the card 
turns worthless and no more purchases will be authcHized using it 
In addition the card can also be used for transferring money &om a first 
person to a second person, which is done securely with the help of a 
"changing code". The changing code is acu>ther code known only to the 
card owner (first person), to the issuing company and to the person to 
whom the money is transferred (second person), but it is not known to the 
seller at any stage. The second person can use this code to change the 
card's details and prevent any use of this card by anybody else including 
the first person. 

The importance of this card is tfiat it will allow more secured purchases 
durough the intemet, fhe telephone, through ottier communication 
systems, and even at the buying place itself, and it will also enable money 
transference fiom person to person in an easy, secured and fast way* 
Because the risk in case of a fiaud is limited to the card's limit this 
invention will encowage many people to make purchases, especially 
dirough a computer network like the internet, and through the telephone. 
The invention combines some of the regular credit card abilities with cash 
money abih'ties, creating the virtual money card abilities. A virtual money 
card can be used on die intemet and on the telephone like a credit card, 
and can change hands like cash money. The virmal money card has the 
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limitatioa of amount of money ^^ich is vefy much like a money bill on 
which the amount of money is always written. Combining these abilities 
makes the virtual money card very useful. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Tn the last period we are witnesses to a big development in the internet 
area in general and especially in die ^'virtual world". Aldiough this 
inventicm does not relate only to the internet, there is no doubt that the 
internet increases the need for this invcntioxt In a virtual world like the 
internet's in which we can travel between ihe sites, make purchases, buy 
deferent products — physical or virtual, and different services, it is only 
natural diat we need also to have virtual money. Money bills which we 
can carry while we serf in the net and use as we wish. It is an object of 
this invention to give an answer for ittis need, but the invention is more 
general, and may be used not only on the internet, but also on the phone, 
cable net, or in die actual place in which the purchase is made (like 
Stores). 

As known, many purchases today are made thiou^ the phone, the 
internet and in difiereot methods. Customers are interested in buying not 
only in physical stores and shopping centers, bxrt also through different 
communication means. Today the most abundant way for making 
purchases throu^ the internet or telephone is with the use of credit cards. 
The customer submits the credit card number and some more details like 
the expiration date, the id number, and the selling body passes the charge 
to the credit card company to authorize the payment and execute it 
ActuaUy using this method the customer (owner of the credit card) is 
forced to submit to the selling body (vendor) some details which if stolen 
or not used correctly, could cause the customer and/or the credit card 
company and/or the insurance company of the credit card company a very 
big financial dam^e. Tt is possible that the data which the customer 
submits would be stolen by a third body which will use it badly and spend 
the customers money — in this simation it is possible that until the 
customer realizes fliis, a lot of time already passes and the financial 
damage is veiy big. It also happens that the seller (vendor) which gets the 
credit card^s details uses the details latt^ badly in an imlegal way or even 
charging him by toistake for higher amounts then agreed The risks 
mentioned here are only few of the risks, and it is imponant to refisr 
especiaOy to the enormous development in the internet area in which the 
potential of credit card users is enormous and so is the poteotJal of credit 
card fraud. The use of credit card through the internet scares many of the 
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credit card company's customers and it is undoubtedly one of the main 
rrasons (hat the potential of selling through the internet is not expJoitei 
These risks prevent many of the customers that are interested in making 
purchases through communication means like the internet or the 
telephone from doing so because of the dangers mentioned Other 
payment means like bank deposit are usually complicated and expensive 
and not acceptable in small purchases. 

The invention described here offers a soUition for this situation with the 
use of a virmal money card (also referred as "virtual money bill") which 
will serve tfie ctistomers in a resrafibling way to tfie use of cash money 
combined with a credit card The uniqueness and advantages of flie 
virtual money card is that it is limited in its amount of money like every 
physical money bOl, but it does not have to be physical, it is more 
protected then a regular credit card, and it can be passed ftom p^on to 
person like cash money (which is not possible with a credit card). The 
virtual card can be used on the internet or the telephone, which is not 
possible with physical cash money. Further more advantages of Oiis card 
are that it is possible to perfomi ail the issuing process tfirough flie 
internet or the telephone (or io another acceptable way on the issuiiig 
con^any and the customer^ and the issuing process is done immediately 
or in a very short time. Unlike a regular credit card, after the money in the 
virtual card is finished, the card becomes worthless and is no longer valid 
for use. The card holder can also to get information about die card 
through the internet or the telephone. If the card number and identifying 
code are stolen, it is clear that the damage is limited to the remainder of 
the money in the card. Further more if a changing identifying code is used 
for each purchase, stealing the identifying code after a transaction will be 
wotthless. When the customer orders (buys) another card die card number 
and/or identifying code are new and the customs doesn*t have to worry 
that a thief rnight have stolen his previous card number and identifying 
code. In addition^ stealing the card immber and identifying code is not a 
simple task, and it is clear dut the motivation of thieves will grow smaller 
when they know that after hours of hard woik and risk all they can benefit 
is a relatively small amount of money. In addition this method is secured 
almost completely against unlegal use of these cards, because of the fact 
that the card is limited and because of the uuque way it is issued and 
used. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENnON 

It is a virtual money card with a unique identifier, which will be used by 
consumers tor purchasmg throu^ a computer netwoik like the internet, 
the telephone, or even at the buying place itself. The card does not have 
to exist phjrsically. Hie card is limited to an amount of money like a 
money bill (for example, a card of 100 dollars or 1000 dollars can be 
issued). The card is identified by a card number, and includes also an 
identi^'ng code, a changing code (will be explained latter) and may 
con^rise also some more details, like the card holder name and id 
niuuber. The card is being provided by an issuitig company at the request 
of a person or a company. The person diat had bought a card receives 
from the issuing company a card number and an identifying code. The 
identilfyiog code can be constant during the card's existence or can change 
from purchase to purchase or every period of time. The card holder can 
use die cdt;d for purchasing ^ougfi the internet, the telephone, a cable 
tietwork, or in the buying place itself 

The card is limited to the amount of money which it was issued fbr, 
according to the user's request and thus the maximum risk in case of a 
finaud is the amount of money exists in the card. After the customer uses 
all title money in the card, die card turns worthless and the issuing 
company will not allow anjrmore purchases with this card. For the 
customer^ the card is Uke a money bill with a number and an identifying 
code. The customer (user) buys the card from the issuing body (the issuer 
can also be a credit card company). 

When a card holder decides to use die card for buying a product or a 
service he submits his card number and the identifying code to the seller 
(vendor) in a resembling way to how it is done with a regular credit card, 
but as opposed to the regular method, there is lui obligation to demand 
from the card holder to subttut odier identifying details in addition to the 
card number and the identtfyir^ code. In a regular transaction made with 
a regular credit card, the card holder is requested to submit details like 
address, first name, last name and t\m id mmiber. Because of the low 
risk in a transaction made widi the virtual money card, the issuing 
company may authorize transactions made with submitting only the card 
numbo; and the identifying code. 

After the card holder makes the transaction, the seller, requests the 
issuing company to audiorize the transaction. 

If the card number and identifying code are valid and the card coatains 
the amount of money needed, the issuing company will audiortze the 
transaction. A transaction may be authorized by the issuing company only 
up to the maximum amount of money left in the card, but not above it 
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Actually the transaction is made in a similar way to that of a cegoJar 
credit card transaction* but here ftere is a limit to ao amount of money 
the card is vimial and issued immediately, and when the motiey in die ' 
card is finished, die card tums woithless. 

Thy <SM-d can also be nsed for tran rfc rence of money from a firit 
person to a second ngfyon. In order to assure that the card-will be passed 
to the foil control of it's new owner (the second person), ano&er code 
"changing code'*, is used. 

A first person who wants to transfer money to a second person may do it 
simply by buying a card and passing it's ntnnb^, it's changing code, 
and/or identifying code/codes to a second pmon to whom he wants to 
pass the inaney to. The second person can use the card or ask to cash it in 
from die issuing conq>any. Only the person who also has die changing 
code can change die card details like: card number, identifymg code, 
changing code and/or the card owner details. Once the second person 
changes the card details, the fkst person is unable to use it anymore and 
the second person is in full control of die card. 

The changing code is not submitted in ceg^ar transactions, so there is no 
fear that a vendor or a duef will use it to steal money, since they have no 
access to the changing code. 

These fects turn the card to a kind of virtual money bill combined with a 
credit can! The facts that the card is litnited witfi money, and that after 
the money in it is finished, it turns worthless, cause in fact that stealing 
the card number and identifying code in die worst case will cause die 
customer or the insurance company diat insures the issuing company, or 
die issuing company itself damage in the amount of money left in die 
card. This way, a customer who bCHight a 50 dollar card for instance, 
knows that this is die maximum risk for him (the insurance company that 
insures the issuing company will also be able to estimate damages in case 
of fiaud). It is also clear dtat the motivation to steal such cards is loiv 
since a thief who by chance managed to get the card number and 
identifying code will otdy benefit a limited amount of money usually not 
big. Also if an identifying code which is changing per transaction or per a 
small period of time will be used, stealing money from these cards will be 
almost impossibte* 

Issuing a card for a customer may be done over the phone. TTie customer 
calls to the issuing company and requests a card with a certain amoimt of 
money. The issuing company will provide the customer widi a card 
number, an identifying code and a changing code. 
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Issuing a card tor a customer may also be done through the internet in a 
fast way in the issuing conipany's secure internet site. 
The secured internet site of the issuing company may also use the 
custoiner to be updated on &e card's status and balance. TTie user can see 
in the internet the details of his card. Changing the card owner with the 
help of the "changing code'*, could also be done through the internet 
Carrying out all these operations through a secured internet site will 
simplify the handling of these cards, reduce tfieir costs and make their xise 
convem'ent, stmiple and very fast. 

The present invention combines credit card abilities with cash money 
abilities, creating the virtual money card abilities. A virtual money card 
can be used on the internet and on the telephone like a credit caid, and 
can change hands Kke cash money. Tte virtual money card has the 
limitation of amount of money which is very much like a money bill on 
which the amount of money is ahvays written. Combining diese abilities 
makes the virtual money card very useful. 
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The drawmgs shown here describe possible stages for operating the 
model. The paFagFq>h^s numbers refer to the numbers that ^pear on the 
drawings. It should be noted that this is only one way to perform the 
modd, and there, may be other ways as well. 

Stage A ' purchasing the card from tiie issuing company 

1. Application - Hie customer contacts tfie issuing company, preferably 
by the telephone or through the internet, and requests the issuing 
company to issue for himself a card contained with a certain amount of 
money. 

2. issiihig the card - the issuing company, issues the card for the 
customer, by generating a card number^ an identifying code or codes and 
a changing code that the customer can use for changing the card details. 
The company delivers to the customer his new card number, identifying 
code or codes and the changing code. 

Stage B - executing a purchase widi the card 

3. submitting the card details the customer who decided to tnake a 
purchase contacts the seller (vendor) and asks to purchase a certain 
product or a certain service. The customer submite to the seller (vendor) 
his card number and the relevant identifyit^ code in order to purchase the 
product or service. 

4. Passing the card detaHs for annrovai - the seller deUvers the card 
number and identifying code to the issuing company for auftorization; 

5. Passing an approval or a refusal for the purchase - the issuing 
company checks the card*s details. If the card number exists^ the 
identifying code fits it, and the card contains the amount of money 
requested, the transaction will be improved, and the issuing company will 
give an authorisation for it, to die seller. 

6. Closing the transaction and faforming the cnstomer - the seller will 
notify the customer that the transaction is audiorized. 

Stu^p Q « transferntig the money to the seller 

7. Delivering ihe money bv the Issuing company to the seller - at this 
stage the purchase is already authorized. Now the issuing campdny wilt 
deliver the money to the product's or service's seller. This stage is done 
according to agreements between the issuing company and the sellers in a 
xesembUng way to how it is done today with regular credit cards. It is 
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teascmabie that this stage will be done after ail the rest of the stages 
memicMied here. One possibility is to pay the sellers tn a certain fixed date 
like in the lO'fh of each month, and another possibility is to deliver the 
payment to the seller in a fixed time difference after the ^proval of every 
transaction or immediately after iL There may also be other options. 



Stage dehveKng card fiom a first person to a second person 

8, Tlie first person gives the second person the card numbered flie 
changing code (and c^tionaliy an identifying code). 

9. The second person contacts the issuing con^any, presents the card 
number and changing code (and opttonaUy an identifying code) and 
requests to change the card details (the card number and/or the card 
identifying code and/or the card changing code, and/or the card holder 
details). Once the change is done the first person has no access to the 
card, and the second person is in fiiH control of the card. 
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Detailed DcscriptioB - mclhods for using the Inventton 

The issuing compaay Avhich issues the cards caa be a credit card 
company, and in this case it is reasonable that some of the infinastructure 
and a computerized system already exist, A detailed description of how to 
use the invention will be disclosed herein: 

Detailing; 

The issuing company will bold a computerized systenL This system 
enables issuing cards immediately or in a very short time. This system 
also keeps track of the cards using a data base, in which every card^s 
details will be saved and updated during the card's existence. 
Issuing a card is done by generating a new card number,, an identifying 
code (one or more), and a changing code (or pusword). The issuing 
company can allow the customer decdde on his changing code, or 
alternatively generate die code by itself. 

The changing code may be used to change the card details and owner 
tatter^ if desired. 

After gen^Bting the new card*s details <card number, identifying code, 
changing code) as described here, the computerized'system will insert 
this data alone with other details (such as the card holder's name and id) 
to a reservoir (data base). The exact structure of the data base can change 
according to the specific adjustments or embodiments that die issuing 
company decides on. An example for one preferred embodiment uses a 
data base comprising the following fields (detaOs) for a card: 

1. Cord number. 

2. A constant id^itifying code or a list of identifying codes (one per each 
transaction or one per each time period) 

3. **changing code" or password - as described in this invention. 

4. The customer's name and details like address, phone number, id 
number. 

5. The amount of money contained in the card when it was issued. 

6. The amount of mcmey present m the card. 

7. issuing date. 

8. Expiry date (Sexists), 

Th^ issuing company will charge the customer money for the card by 
charging his bank account or by charging his credit card or in any way 
acceptable on both sides. The issuing company can charge the customer 
in advance for the whole amount of money contained in the card, in 
which case the issuing company does not have to save the customer's 
details and die custotno^s bank account details in the data base. 
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„ Ahematively, the issuiog company ma/ decide to charge the customer 
only after he makes purchases with the card, in which case the issuing 
company will also save information of his bank account, or hts credit card 
number so that it can charge him when he makes purchases with fiie card 

After generating the new card's details, the issuing company will deliver 
the customer his new card's details: his card number, the identiiying code 
(or identifying codes), and the changing code or password (if issued). 

When a customer deddes to make a purchase he has to submit the card 
number and the relevant identifying code to the seller. The seller will 
deliver this data to die i^ivng company which will check in its data base 
if a card with this number and identifying code exist If this card number 
and identifying code exist and valid, die company will check the balance 
in the card, and if the balance is enou^ for the transaction, the 
transaction will be audiorized as it is dcme today with a regular credit 
card. The amount of money left in the card will be updated according to 
the purchasers cost, and the purchasers details and amount of money left 
in the card will be saved in the database of the issuing company* 

The whole issuing process or part of it can be done through the internet, 
. for example by a secured internet site which file issuing company will 
hold. This internet site wit! etiable the customers to purchase virtual cards 
in a fast way. A customer which will enter the site will be able to fd) a 
request for a virtual money card which will contain the amount of money 
he wants. The customer might also be requested to fill s<mie more details 
^ according to the issuing company's denumds and instmcttons. The 
customer will be able to pay fixr the card for example by credit card, by 
check, by bank deposit or in another way acceptable on both himself and 
the issuing company. After paying for the card die customer will receive 
dirough his email or through the internet site or in regular mail, or in 
modem fetx^ or in any another way acceptable on both sides, the new 
card's details, and the issuing company will update the computerized 
system about the new card details. 

In addition, a card owner can enter the issuing company's site and inquire 
for details and information like die balance of die card he owns. 
Changing the details with the help of the " changing code " can also be 
done throu^ die intemer site, by filing an appropiiace request. These 
inquiries and changes can be done for example by entering the card 
t)umb^ and/or the id«tifying code and/or the changing code in the 
issuing company's site and entering a request for the card details. In order 
to improve the security of the card i$$uing, the issuing company can send 
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the custCKner the card number separated &am the other code or codes, and 
It can also send ihem in different ways, for example: the card mimber will 
be sent through the internet site and the identifying code/codes will be 
sent by Sax or £-maO. 

It is also possible that a virtual card owner will ask for his money back 
firom the issuing company because of different reasons like: there is only 
a small amount of money left in the card, he/she is not interested in 
making anymore purchases or any other reasott In this case the issuing 
company will deliver the mofney back to ibs customer in any acceptable 
way on both sides like a check, a bank transfer or any other way. The 
issuing company will also update the balance of the card to 0 and will 
register the card in the data base us a closed card, 

Althou^ the term "card number** is used in this invention very often, it 
would be possible that a **card number" will include also o^er characters 
like letters and other signs. The identifying code and changing code may 
also include different characters such as numbers, letters, and other signs. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A cQiTiputer implemented method for using a virtual cash Uitiited 
money card, comprising the steps of: 

Issuing at the computer a request money card by an issuing company to a 
person; 

wherein said money card has a set limit determined by a person; 

tibe card comprising a card number, a card identifying code and a card 

changing code; 

the card number and identifying code are submitted in traosactiotis whfle 
the changing code is used by the card holder to change the card details, 
and is not submitted in transactions; 

the card does not exist physically and turns worthless after the money in 
it is finished 

2. A method as claimed in claim I , wherein the issuing company issues 
an idrati tying code that changes for each transaction made witb the card, 
instead of a constant identifying code as described in claim 1 and die 
issuing company provides the card holder with a list of identifying codes> 
each used fw one n^ansaction, 

3. A method as claimed in claim t , wherein the issuing company issues 
an identifying code that (dianges for each transaction made with the card, 
instead of a constant identifying code as described in chiim I, and the 
card holder adds the identifying code to fSxt card number making a one 
code for each traiisa^on» ins^d of submitting ifae card number 
separated from the identifying code and the issuing company provides the 
card holder with a list of identifying codes, eadi used for one nraosaction. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the issuing company sends 
the caxd holder a new identifying code after each purchase. 

5. A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the first digit in each 
identifying code is respective to the transaction's serial number made with 
the card. 

6. A method as claimed in claim I, wherein the cards issued are standard 
with standard and fixed amount of money detemiined by the issuing 
company, said standard and fixed amount of money being a 1 0 dollar 
card, a 20 dollar card, a 50 dollar card, a 100 dollar card, a 500 dollar 
card, a 1000 dollar card etc and the customer is being able to choose his 
card from the standard card h'st offered by *e issuing company. 
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7. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wiierefa the issuing company 
charges the card holder for the ftill card vahie immediately after it is 
issued, even before die card is used for transactions. 

8. A method as claimed tn claim I or 2» wherein the issuing company 
charges die card holder for eadi transaction after it is executed, 
something that requires fiom the issiiing company to save the card 
holder's permanent account details or credit card details in it's 
computerized system. 

9. A conq>uter implemented method for using a virtual cash limited 
money card, comprising the steps of: 

Issuing at die computer a request money card by an issuing company to a 
first person; 

wherein said money card has a set limit determined by this first person; 
,the card comprising a card number, a card identifying code and a card 
changing code to be used for transferring money from a first person to a 
second perscA; 

the card number and identifying code are submitted in transactions while 
the changing code is used by the card holder to change the card details, 
and is not submitted in transactions; 

die first person gives die second person the card number and changing 
code and the second person requests the issuing company to change the 
card details, and by that making himself in full control of die card. 

10. A method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the second person (the 
person v^o got die card number and changing code), is ^le to cash the 
card, by providing fhe card's details including die diangiog code to die 
issuing company and requesting the issuing company to transfer the 
money to his account or to send him a check. 

It. Amethod as claimed in claim I or 2, wherein the issuing company 
issues an amount of physical cards in advance and each card^s details are 
written on a physical card which is sold in stores and the identifying code 
and changing code can be revealed by scratching the card in a proper 
place. 

12. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein die issuing company 
issues an amount of physical cards in advance and each card's details 
inchiding its card number, identifying codes and changing code are 
written on a physical card placed in a secured envelope on which the card 
amount of money is written and the card is sold in stores or sent to the 
customer. 

Xcryeotor's name: Dan Kabm 
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13. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, M^ierein the card detafls includes 
as i$$umg date, an expiry date> and the card holder's personal details sucb 
as name, id luunber and address. 

14. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein tiie issuing company will 
issue an identifying code that ehanges for each time period, instead of a 
constant identifying code as described in claim 1 and the issuing 
company will provide the card holder wifh a list of identifying codes, 
each used for ^ time period; said time period can be a minute, an hour, a 
day, a week^ a month, ayear etc. 

1 5 . A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, but without the use of a 
changing code* 

16. A compute implemented method for wing a virtual cash limited 
money card, comprising the steps oft 

Issuing at the computer a request money card by an issuing company to a 
pers(m through an internet website; 

wherein said money card has a set limit determined by a person; 

the card being comprising a card number, a card identifying code and a 

card changing code; 

the card omxiber and identi^ng code are submitted in tcansacticms while 
the changing code is used by the card holder to <^iange the card details, 
and is not submitted in transactions; 
the card turns worthless after the motiey in it is fmished; 

17. A method as claimed in claim I or 2, wherein the issuing company 
sends the card*s number, the identifying code and changing code 
separately or in difG^nt ways for increasing security, said different ways 
being sending the card number by E-mail and sending the identifying 
code and changing code by fax. 

18. Amethod as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 8 wherein the card is not limited 
with an amount of money, but is limited with a number of transactions or 
not limited at all. 

19. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a first person requests the 
issuing company to issue a card for a second person. 

20. A mediod as claimed in claim I, 2 or 16 wherein after the numey in 
the card is finished, Che card holder asks the issuing company to load die 
same card with a certain amount of money again. 

lnV9StO)^'9 name: Duo K^bitt 
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2L A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, %«4ierein die card munber is 
comprised of niimbers and letters (like password). 

22. A method &s claimed in clajun I or 2, wherein the issuing company 
charges the money for the purchases on certain agreed upon dates, 

23. A method as described in claim 1» wherein the card number issued by 
the issuing company appears like a regular credit card number, and tiie 
card is further comprising of the card holder details such as name^ 
address, id niunber etc, as it is widi regular credit cards today, so when 
the card holder is making a transaction he would use this card as if it was 
a regular credit card, so the identifying code is unnecessary here and 

If tor eToomple, the card is being used on the internet or the telephone, the 
card holder subonits the vendor with the same details as it is done with a 
regular credit card. 

24. A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the issuing conopany sends 
the card bolder a few new identifying codes alter every few transactions 

25. A method as described in claim 1 , wherein the card also exists in a 
physical form. 

26. A method as ciatmed in claim I, wherein the card also exists in a 
physical form, and comprising a magnetic strip like a regular credit card. 

27. A raediod as described in claim 1 , but without the use of an 
idaitifying code. 

28. A method as described in claim 2, wherein a first person passes to a 
second po^son a card number and an identifying code for a specific 
transaction and also informs the issuing company about the amount of 
money agreed for the transaction; the second parson presents to the 
issuing company the card number, identifying code, and the amount of 
money and asks for the money, the issuing company verifies the detail, 
and if the details are verified and the card contains the amotmt of money 
agreed upon, the issuing company will deliver die money to flie second 
person; dtis enables the first person deliver to the second person a partial 
amount of money from his card. 

29. A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wheccin every time the same 
customer is being issued with a new card, diis new card has die same 
number as the first card issued to this customer in the same year and the 

Inventor'* name: D«a fCabto 
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rard also compnscs a digit which presents the serial number of the card in 
the same year to the same oistomer. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



The inventioa relates to a new model of commerce with the use of a 
virtual money card. The card which contains a limited amount of money 
can be used by the custotner for purchases tiirough a computer network 
Iflce the internet^ throu^i Ae telephone, in the selling place itself etc. This 
virtual money card is issued for the customer by an issuing company (h I's 
possible that this company will be a credit card company like visa) for an 
amount of money. The customer can buy the card fiom the issuing 
company through die telq>hone. the internet, or even in stores by using 
his credit card, cash or in any other known acceptable payment method. 
The card being comprising a card number, an identifying code (which 
could also change from purchase to purchase, or every certain time 
period) and a changing code. A customer can submit a card number and 
an identifying code to a seller of a product or a service and make a 
transaction. 

The seller will ask the issuing company to authorize the transaction using 
the card number and identifying code» and die issumg company will 
authorize it veq to the amount of money left in the card. An attempt to 
make a purchase witti a higher amoimt of money then the amount left in 
the card will fail, meaning die issuing company will not authorize the 
panose. After die numey in the card is finished, the card becomes 
worthless and the customer can buy a new card If a smatlt amount of 
money is left in the card, the customer can ask to pass it to a new card, or 
to get his money back, for example by a bank deposit to his bank account 
or by check. If the customer suspects that his card number was stolen he 
can change die card number, or add die money to a new card, or cancel 
the card and ask for his money back. At the worst case the customer can 
only loose die money exists in the card, and this is also the maximum diat 
a thief can benefit 

The money card/bill can change hands between people like a regular cash 
money bill. If pCTSon A wants to give 100 dollars to person B, all he has 
to do is buy a 100 dollar money card and give person B the card number, 
identifying code and changing code. Person B can use the card or 
exchange the card for money. To insure that person A wiH not be able to 
use that card after he delivered i^ p^son B can change the card details 
like card number, identifying number, changing code and/or other details 
by submining the card number and changing code to the issuing company 
and asking the issuing c(Hx^>any to change the card details. By doing so, 
person B takes full control of the card and becomes die card holder. 

£D(V«mor*s name: Dao Kabm 
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The present invention combines credit card abiliti^ with cash money 
abilities^ creating the virtual money card abilities. A vimial money card 
can be used on the internet and on the telephone fake a credit card, and 
can change hands like cash money. The vlrcual money card has the 
limitation of anumnt of money >^ch is very much like a money bill on 
which the amount of money is always written. Combining these abilities 
makes the virtual money card very useful. 

The present inv^tion also creates a new type of security level based on 
limiting the fraud to the card limit, which is a very important concept, 
especially to the eyes of a customer, who can now estimate his exact 
maximum risk at any time. 



Even diough (he invention was written in a certain way, it is clear that st 
relates to an idea, v^cfa can be performed actually in more then one 
specific way. Therefore the invention should be interpreted in the spirit of 
the idea even if specific possibilities were not explicitly written. 
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